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View Behind the Wheel 
 
Thinking back to the time of the holiday 
party, it is without question that none of us 
ever expected the world to be cast into the 
situation that we now face today, and the un-
certainty that it holds for us.  It is expected 
that this will pass, and we can resume our 
normal lives. 
 
That being the case, we can go about initi-
ating a Model A touring season.  In the 

meantime, this quiet period can provide us 
with time to get our cars in top running or-
der.  I know some members, like me, who 

have been doing just that.  I recently took 
some time to get my pick-up truck in order 

and ready to pass to its new owner.  The lu-
bricants were changed in the transmission 

and rear end, engine oil changed, and the 
engine tuned up.  Todd Paraschos is a new 
member, and very happy to get his new 

truck.  We will see him coming to some out-
ings in the future.  

 
In other garages, Chuck is working steadily 

on a ’29 Tudor for a new member, and most 
recently machined the rear axle housing to 
press on a new bearing race.  Bob Outwater 

is progressing with bodywork on his new 
pick-up hot rod.  The cab and bed are now 

at the paint shop getting the finishing 
touches and final painting.  Tom Battle re-

built his ’29 Tudor engine, which seems to 
work just fine, and has now moved to the 



Buick Nail-head engine for his new Rat Rod.  
These accomplishments are just the start of 

a new Model A year, and shows the eager-
ness of our members to get their A’s on the 

road! 
 
 So for now we cannot get together and go 

on trips, but it in no way means that we 
cannot work on our cars, take a one-vehicle 

short ride, and maintain a positive attitude. 
Stay safe! 

 
 
See you in the Fast Lane, 

 
Doug Pyatt 

 
 

For those who are wondering why my tank failed, I 
cut it apart to see.  The outlet pipe on the tank that 

the drain valve screwed into was 3/32 of an inch 
above the bottom of the tank.  Even if the tank was 

drained after each use water would remain in the bot-
tom; that could explain why I never got any water out 
when draining the tank.  OK, the only time I got water 

out of the tank was after winterizing Debbie’s steam-
boat.  The compressor would run for over an hour on 

these occasions.  Running that long on a humid day 
would produce enough water in the tank that it could 

be drained.  So, the ultimate reason for failure was 
poor original design.  On the other hand, the tank 
lasted 17 years, I can’t really complain about that and 

the head is still usable, which is surprising for an oil-
less compressor. 

So, if you have a dead compressor that you need to 

get rid of, give me a call; you never know what I’m 

looking for.  I could still use a better head (for the 

compressor that is). 

 

 



you may need some day (also known as a collector of 

fine junk, well maybe that’s just a collector of junk).  

I’ve been collecting parts now for several years.  A few 

years ago, Dick had the misfortune of having his com-

pressor head seize and since he bought a new com-

pressor, he called me to see if I wanted the tank.  

Since I had already collected a compressor head with 

a rusted-out tank, I thought this would be the chance 

to take both dead compressors and make one useful 

one.  Well that attempt didn’t work so well.  The head 

was too small for the tank and took something like 30 

to 45 minutes to fill; of course, Dick’s tank had a 

leaking relief valve that wasn’t helping things, but it 

was a slow leak and I didn’t have any spares at the 

time so that was the end of things for a while.  The 

monster just sat in the garage with other unfinished 

projects. 

Now that my compressor was also dead, Franken 

compressor was once again a possibility.  Using the 

head and relief valve from my old compressor and 

Dick’s old tank, Franken Compressor lives (feel free to 

insert your own lightning bolts here). 

Even with a few leaks in various fittings, 

it only took around 5-10 minutes to fill; 

that’s not too bad since the old tank was 

2 gallons and the new one, I’m guessing, 

is somewhere around 20.  It only took a 

couple of days to find all the air leaks in 

the system and I once again have a working compres-

sor that doesn’t leak (not loosing any pressure for a 

week is pretty good).  To help save this tank from the 

same fate as many others, I’ve extended the drain line 

so that you don’t have to tip the tank to open the 

valve. 
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Balance as of  February 20, 2020      $1139.49 

Income        

  
 Dues          $15.00 

  
 Total Income         $15.00 
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Balance as of March 26, 2020      $1144.89 
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On the Cover: Grandkids first ride in a Model A. 
 

A reminder of how much fun our cars can bring us.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From The Editor 

Social distancing, self quarantine, and coronavirus 

are terms that were hardly in our vocabulary just one 

short month ago. Things sometimes seem pretty 

bleak, but we have a secret weapon...our Model A’s. 

They have always brought us a lot of joy, and there is 

no reason to stop now. You don’t have “social dis-

tance” from your Model A. In fact it probably craves 

your attention.  

As Doug suggested in his President’s message, there 

are a lot of projects being done by club members. At 

the very least, there are the spring maintenance items 

that need to be performed to get the cars ready for the 

summer driving season. Make sure that you get out 

there and give your Model A the full attention that it 

deserves. In the process, how about sending me a 

write up about your activities, any tips you have dis-

covered over the years, or even past activities that you 

have done with your Model A. I need articles or ideas 

for the newsletter since we are not currently touring 

and I am relying on you, our club members, to help 

out.  

Speaking of touring, we canceled the planning meet-

ing, as some of you know, because of a lack of partici-

pation. I think the term social distancing was just 

starting to sink in. As a result, there are no firm 

events planned. The Steve Ryan show is still on the 

calendar. I’ll let you know if I hear anything about a 

cancelation.  If you have any ideas, especially for the 

summer and fall, let me know so I can put it on the 

calendar. Hopefully events like Das Awkscht Fescht 

will still be held.  

had been sitting since November and the temperature 
had dropped significantly, so no big deal.  Startup the 

compressor and fill the tires.  But there are 5 tires, 
aren’t there?  Probably should check the spare just in 

case it’s needed.  Now since it doesn’t touch the 
ground and it was fine when we went to the Fall Roll-
out, it might be a little low like the others, but 

shouldn’t be flat.  Well, things that shouldn’t happen 
generally happen to me and that’s right, no air in the 

spare. 

On a nice day, it’s always a chore getting hard rubber 

off a rim; on a cold day it’s even more fun.  So, no 

problem, I brought it into the house and worked on it 

in the heat.  After finally getting the tube out, and 

checking it several times, I couldn’t find a leak.  So, 

where did all the air go?  Did some evil spirit drain it 

away; that was unlikely since Bob hadn’t been 

around.  Maybe the valve core was loose; check that 

and once again no problem.  Could it be that the 

valve stem itself was leaking; if you said yes, you 

know how lucky I’m not.  Unfortunately, short of re-

placing the rubber stem with a metal one, the tube 

isn’t salvageable.  Fortunately, I have plenty of spare 

tubes and had the tire remounted in no time; all I 

needed to do was to inflate the tire and we were good 

to go.  At this point, the compressor was making a 

weird ticking noise and air was coming out where it 

shouldn’t come out (like from the bottom of the tank). 

That brings us to the construction of Franken Com-

pressor (play your own ominous music here, I don’t 

know how to add it to the newsletter).  For those not 

familiar with Franken Compressors, they are the 

compressor world equivalent to Frankenstein’s mon-

ster except that you dig up compressor parts rather 

than body parts.  It helps to be a collector of things 



Franken Compressor 

By Tom Fritz 

While the corona virus may limit car shows and other 

events this season, it’s still a good idea to get the A’s 
in shape for touring, hopefully we’ll get some events 

in.  This story really didn’t start out as a fun time 
working on the A.  It all started because I had to 

change the oil in the Honda.  With limited garage 
space, that meant moving the Tudor out to the drive-
way.  Yes, I know that the coupe wouldn’t take twice 

the space that it should if I reassembled it, but that’s 
a story for another day.  Things started out great, the 

A started after sitting all winter with no problems.  I 
had the oil changed, the Honda out of the garage and 

the A back in in maybe an hour.  Hey, things are 
looking pretty good.  Since I had hoped to drive the A 
to the Martin guitar tour, I thought I should check 

tire pressure.  All four were a little low, but the car 

Tom Fritz has already stepped up with two articles 

that are featured later on in the newsletter. Let me 

know your thoughts and ideas that you would like to 

share with your club.  

One thing Diane has been doing is asking the 

neighbors if they need anything when she runs to the 

store. Yesterday, I delivered the grocery items to two 

of the neighbors using the roadster. That brings a lot 

of smiles to the neighbors and to me.  

Hopefully, we can all get together soon and share our 

stories with each other and plan the rest of the tour-

ing season.  

 

 

 



 
Tech Tip 

By Tom Fritz 

Removing Those Stubborn Field 

Coil Screws 
Have you ever tried rebuilding generators or starters 

and not been able to remove the field coil mounting 
screws?  Here’s a couple of things you could try. 

1. Try some good penetrating oil; I personally like 

Kroil.  From experience, this generally does lit-
tle good 

2. Try heat.  I’d be worried about destroying the 
coil 

So, if the normal methods don’t work, you need to get 
a little more creative.  Here’s how I’ve managed to get 
them out: 

1. Take a chisel bit for an air hammer and grind it 
down until it’s a tight fit in the screw slot (see 

picture 1) 
2. Mount the bit in your air hammer and let it vi-

brate in the field coil screw for several minutes 
(see picture 2) 

3. Mount the bit in your drill press 

4. Clamp the generator onto the drill press table 
with the screw directly under the bit 

5. Raise the table onto the bit (raise it as tight as 
you can) 

6. Turn the bit by hand (a wrench on the bit’s 

blade helps a lot here) (see picture 3) 

7. The screw should turn out.  If it doesn’t, vibrate 

it some more and repeat 
8. Once the screw has started to loosen, you may 

need to remove pressure on the bit to allow the 

screw to turn out fully. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Submitted by John Leydon 
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short month ago. Things sometimes seem pretty 
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where did all the air go?  Did some evil spirit drain it 

away; that was unlikely since Bob hadn’t been 

around.  Maybe the valve core was loose; check that 

and once again no problem.  Could it be that the 

valve stem itself was leaking; if you said yes, you 

know how lucky I’m not.  Unfortunately, short of re-

placing the rubber stem with a metal one, the tube 

isn’t salvageable.  Fortunately, I have plenty of spare 

tubes and had the tire remounted in no time; all I 

needed to do was to inflate the tire and we were good 
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shouldn’t come out (like from the bottom of the tank). 
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you may need some day (also known as a collector of 

fine junk, well maybe that’s just a collector of junk).  

I’ve been collecting parts now for several years.  A few 

years ago, Dick had the misfortune of having his com-

pressor head seize and since he bought a new com-

pressor, he called me to see if I wanted the tank.  

Since I had already collected a compressor head with 

a rusted-out tank, I thought this would be the chance 

to take both dead compressors and make one useful 

one.  Well that attempt didn’t work so well.  The head 

was too small for the tank and took something like 30 

to 45 minutes to fill; of course, Dick’s tank had a 

leaking relief valve that wasn’t helping things, but it 

was a slow leak and I didn’t have any spares at the 

time so that was the end of things for a while.  The 

monster just sat in the garage with other unfinished 

projects. 

Now that my compressor was also dead, Franken 

compressor was once again a possibility.  Using the 

head and relief valve from my old compressor and 

Dick’s old tank, Franken Compressor lives (feel free to 

insert your own lightning bolts here). 

Even with a few leaks in various fittings, 

it only took around 5-10 minutes to fill; 

that’s not too bad since the old tank was 

2 gallons and the new one, I’m guessing, 

is somewhere around 20.  It only took a 

couple of days to find all the air leaks in 

the system and I once again have a working compres-

sor that doesn’t leak (not loosing any pressure for a 

week is pretty good).  To help save this tank from the 

same fate as many others, I’ve extended the drain line 

so that you don’t have to tip the tank to open the 

valve. 
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